INTRODUCTION
A mass in the female groin during pregnancy is rare.
The differential diagnoses of a groin mass include inguinal hernia, round ligament varicosities (RLV), mesothelial cysts, lymphadenopathy, endometriosis, subcutaneous lipoma, cyst of Nuck (persistent embryonic remnants of the process vaginalis with cyst formation), vascular aneurysms, soft tissue malignancies, abscess, and cystic lymphangiomas [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . The RLV can easily be mistaken for an inguinal hernia (especially a strangulated or incarcerated groin hernia that needs an emergency operation), because they share the same clinical appearance. We report a patient with RLV during pregnancy diagnosed by Doppler sonography and managed with conservative therapy (repeated sonography and obstetric practice).
CASE REPORT
A 29-year-old woman presented at 36 weeks gestation with a palpable mass and pain in the right groin during her second pregnancy. Her first pregnancy had been uneventful. The symptom started at 32 weeks gestation, and she visited a local obstetrician. The opinion of the obstetrician was inguinal hernia, and he transferred her to a general surgeon. The general surgeon diagnosed a right inguinal hernia, and he transferred her to our hospital. On physical examination, the skin of her right groin looked reddish, bulging, and slightly edematous. The mass (2 × 2 cm) was Do Kyung Lee, et al.
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DISCUSSION
The most common diagnosis of a female groin swelling during pregnancy is an inguinal hernia. However, inguinal hernias during pregnancy are relatively rare, with a reported incidence of 1 in 1,000 to 3,000 pregnant women When a pregnant patient with an inguinal mass visits our hospital, we have to know that RLV is a part of the differential diagnosis of an inguinal mass during pregnancy, and we must perform a diagnosis using duplex sonography. If the RLV is diagnosed by sonography with the absence of a herniated bowel, or thrombus, we manage it conservatively (repeated sonography and obstetric practice). However, if RLV presenting with rupture of varices and variceal thromboses are observed, emergency surgical exploration is recommended.
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